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 There are apps for just 
about EVERYTHING! 

 There are new apps being 
developed and posted 
everyday.  

 Some of the best apps you 
will ever find are FREE! 
 



 There are two ways to download apps for your iPad. 

iTunes Store 

• Located on your computer in 
iTunes 

• Click on Apps from menu above 

• Search apps or browse the 
featured apps and categories 

• Click install to download app. 
You will need to plug in your 
iPad to your computer and sync 

App Store 

• Located on your iPad as its 
own app 

• Tap the app open 

• Tap the search bar to search 
for apps or browse the 
featured apps and categories 

• Tap install to download the 
app onto your iPad 

 



 A new time-saving control center slides up from the bottom of 
the screen for easy access to basic settings such as brightness 
and Airplane Mode. It has shortcuts for the flashlight, timer, 
calculator and camera. 

 An updated notification center now shows a summary of what 
you have in store for the day and details on the weather and 
your commute. 

 It adds AirDrop, a feature for people who use iCloud that makes 
it easier to move photos and files between computers and 
mobile devices. 

 Multitasking looks different. The same double-click of the 
home button now zooms you out to show a carousel of mini 
versions of all your open apps. 

Source: http://www.cnn.com/2013/09/18/tech/mobile/ios-7-upgrade-faq/ 
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 Are you running into the problem that your iPad does 
not have enough space? 

 First find out what is taking up the most space on your 
computer: 

 Launch the Settings app from the Home screen of your iPad. 

 Tap on General. 

 Now tap on Usage. 

 The first section is the Storage section. Give your iPad a 
minute to load everything. The more data you have, the more 
it has to load. 

 Tap into any item in the list to see more details on how much 
storage space it's taking up. 



 Here are some possible solutions for storage issues: 

 Keep a running list of your apps in an excel or word file. Once 
you have download an app you can always re-download the 
app. So if you find you are not using an app frequently, delete 
it, you can always download it again quickly if you need it. 

 iCloud- Educational licensing does not allow for the use 
of iCloud, however, personal devices can use iCloud 

 DropBox- this app or computer program gives you 2GB 
free storage with the option to purchase more storage 

 Syncing Data- Check in settings how much information 
is being synced to your iPad for Mail, Calendar, and 
Contacts. 



 Several ways to organize your iPad: 

 With the new iOS 7 Update you can add unlimited 
new of apps to folders on your iPad 

 Add  Top 6 apps to bottom bar for easy access 

 Add most used apps to first (and second) 
homepages 

 You can organize apps based on use in folders 

 You can alphabetize your apps or alphabetize your 
folders 



• The settings app on your iPad controls how you use your iPad. Under 
settings you can adjust volume, email, WiFi, Multi-tasking gestures, and 
most important of all ACCESSIBILITY!  

• The accessibility portion allows you to make your iPad accessible to your 
students with vision, hearing, physical, and motor disabilities. 

Vision: 
VoiceOver 
Zoom 
Large Text 
White on Black 
Speak Selection 
Speak Auto-text 
Triple Click 
 

Physical/Motor: 
Thin, Light Design 
Large Multi-Touch Display 
Assistive Touch 
Triple Click 
Tactile Buttons 
 

Hearing: 
FaceTime 
Closed Captioning 
Headphone Jack 
Bluetooth Audio 
Mono Audio 
Messages with iMessage 
Visual Alerts 
 

Additional Features: 
Multiple Orientations 
Intelligent Onscreen Keyboard 
External Keyboards 
Apple Stereo Headset Compatibility 
Sync Automatically 



• FM systems- Students who use FM systems can use a Direct 
Audio Input (DIA) cord to plug FM microphone into the iPad’s 
headphone jack, which will allow the sound to go directly to 
hearing aids or  FM system receivers. 

• Parralax- You can reduce the motion for the iOS 7 under 
accessibility features. 

• Bold Text- You can change the thickness of the text. 
• Switch Control- More options for switch controls 
• Students Using iPhones- New accessibility features for the 

iPhone include flash alerts with the built-in camera flash, 
custom vibrations, shake to undo feature (in mail app), side-to-
side screen swipe to go between pages, and additional options 
for switch controls (for outside of school). 



 Speak Selection- Did you know your iPad can read text aloud 
for you on any website or just about any document?  

 Great support for struggling readers or teachers that work in a 
special education classroom.  
 To turn on Speak Selection, go to Settings > General > Accessibility > 

Speak Selection and flip the switch to turn it green. Next, adjust the 
speaking rate to your preferred speed, and choose whether you want the 
iPad to highlight words while it reads them, (usually the best choice for 
teachers). 

 To make the iPad read text aloud, you have to select the text you want it 
to read by taping and holding the first word you want read. This could be 
in Safari, Notes, iBooks or a number of other apps. Select the amount of 
text you would like read, then when the options menu appears select 
‘Speak’.  



• Switch Control- More options for switch controls 
• The ability to connect numerous switches, these can be controlled by any 

switch interface that can be plugged into the iPad/iPhone 

• Each switch can be programmed to complete a different function. These 
include: step to next item, step to previous item, select item, home 
button, notification center, Siri, volume, etc. 

•  The ability to choose between auto-scan or 2 switch step scanning 

•  Scanning of the home screen is set to row-column scanning to improve 
speed of access 

•  Auto hide of the highlight box when not in use 

• Switch stabilization options such as a required time for the switch to be 
held down, and the ability to ignore repeated switch presses 

• The ability to turn on/off scanning sounds 



Multi-Tasking 
 

• Double Home Tap: Tap the home button quickly twice to access 
the apps that you are currently running on your iPad.  With the new 
iOS 7 update  a screen will appear with miniature pictures of the 
apps you currently have open. This feature allows you to switch 
easily between apps. It is  

     also important to know  
     how to close those running 
     apps. You can close the  
     apps by simply placing  
     your finger on the image 
    of the app you would like  
    to close and swipe up  
    towards the top of the iPad.  

 



Multi-Tasking 
 

 Four-Finger Lift: This motion allows you to again access the apps that you 
are currently running on your iPad. Simply touch four fingers to the middle 
of the screen and slide them up towards the top of the iPad screen. You will 
then see the  miniature pictures of your apps appear on your screen. 

 Four-Finger Swipe: This motion allows you to access the apps that you are 
currently running on your iPad. This motion is similar to the Double Home 
Tap but it allows your fingers to remain on the screen. Simply touch four of 
your fingers to the screen and swipe the screen off to the left or to the right 
depending on what app you would like to switch to. 

 Five-Finger Close (Pinch): This motion allows you to quickly exit any app 
you are working in to go back to the main screen or page you were on. 
Simple touch all five fingers to the screen and quickly pull all five fingers in 
towards each other. You will then see the app close and you will be on the 
main screen. 
 



Shortcuts 
 

 Tap and Hold: Tapping and holding on almost any word, in any app will 
allow you to have access to a small menu (options change based on the app 
you are in). The standard menu that pops up first gives you the option to 
select, select all, or paste. Based on what you choose to do you may be 
given an additional menu that allows you to cut, copy, paste, or replace. In 
some apps such as Mail, you may be given the option to change the font 
style (bold, italic, underline), to define the word you’ve selected, or adjust 
the quote level. With safari, if you tap and hold on a picture or link you will 
be given a different menu that allows you to open, open in new tab, add to 
reading list, save image or copy. Also, when you tap and hold a magnifying 
circle will appear in some apps. This magnifying circle allows you to move 
your curser line between words to select the word or group of words you 
would like to use or copy. 
 



• To set up simply go to Settings > 
Accessibility > Guided Access > On.  

 
• You can then choose to set a passcode. 

 
• Next, open any app and triple click your 

home button to access the restriction. 
Circle any button or section of the app 
with your finger that you do not want 
your students to access (i.e. settings or 
Ads). Tap Start and your good to go! To 
exit, triple click again and type in the 
passcode you set previously. 
 

Tips and Tricks 
 

• Guided Access- This allows you to control the access to buttons or specific parts within the 
apps on your iPad as well as the ability to exit or change between apps.  



Tips and Tricks 
 

• Screen Shot- This function 
allows you to take a picture of 
your screen within any app to 
email, share, or save for 
progress monitoring. By 
pressing the lock button at the 
top of your iPad (top right) and 
the home button at the same 
time you will take a photo of 
whatever you have up on the 
iPad screen. It will then save 
that photo into your camera roll 
in the ‘Photos’ app. 
 
 



Tips and Tricks 
 

• Homepage Icon Save- This 
function allows you to save any 
website to your home-screen 
and it will look like an App. This is 
a good way to access frequently 
visited sites. 

• Simply open Safari and go to the 
website you would like saved. 
Click the ‘send’ icon next to the 
web address window. When the 
menu appears click ‘Add to 
Home Screen’. Add the name 
you would prefer for the ‘App’ 
and hit ‘Add’.  
 



Additional Information 
 
 

• Deleting Apps: To delete any app hold you finger on any app on your iPad until you see 
the apps begin to shake. Once the apps are shaking you will see a small black and white  
‘x’   appear on the left hand corner of any app you are allowed to delete from your iPad. 
Simply tap the ‘x’ to delete. A  bubble will appear asking you to confirm whether or not 
you are sure you would like to delete the app. Choose Delete or Cancel. Once you are 
finished deleting the app you would like tap the home button to stop the apps from 
shaking. 
 

• Closing Open Apps: To conserve your battery I would suggest only have apps open that 
you are currently using . Once you are finished using the app close it. To close your open 
apps use the four finger slide up or the double-tap home multitasking gesture to access 
the open app bar. Once you have done this  simply place your finger on the app you 
would like to close and swipe it up towards the top of your iPad screen. It will then close 
the app. 



1. Notability 
($1.99) 
 

2. Doodle Buddy 
(Free) 
 
 

3. J-Idioms      
(Free) 
 
 

4. Learner’s 
Dictionary 
($1.99) 

• Used for writing on and editing PDF 
documents such as worksheets, 
assessments, or observation forms 

• Used for drawing, writing, typing, 
explaining word meanings, 
observations, language activities, 
and following directions. 

• Used for teaching idiomatic and 
figurative language. 

• Used for reference. Definitions 
provided are at a lower reading 
level and typically easier to 
understand. 

  



5. Fry Words   
(Free) 
 

6. Pages         
($9.99) 
 
 

7. iBooks         
(Free) 
 
 

8. ABA FlashCards 
($1.99) 

• Contains all of the Fry Word lists. 
Can also create your own word lists 
within the app. 

• Used for writing or notes. Similar to 
Microsoft Word and has majority of 
the same functions. 

• Used for books and PDF files. Can  
be used to save progress from 
reading comprehension passages in 
other apps. 

• Multiple different flashcards that 
can be used for expressive and 
receptive language and vocabulary 
building skills. 



9. Language 
Builder ($9.99) 
 

10. Following 
Directions Fun 
Deck    ($1.99) 
 

11. First… Then 
Visual Schedule 
($9.99) 
 

12. Dragon 
Dictation (Free) 

• Used for building receptive and 
expressive language skills. Allows you 
to record/playback students sentences. 
Achieves old sentences. 

•  Used for practicing following 
directions, auditory processing, and 
memory. Multiple students and 
multiple directions at one time. 

•  Visual schedule application is designed 
to provide positive behavior support. 
For individuals with communication 
needs, developmental delays, Autism, 
and other disabilities. 

•  Speech to text program. Can be used 
for writing, taking notes, and 
articulation practice. 



13. Dropbox 
(FREE) 
 

14. Common Core 
Standards 
(FREE) 
 

15. Little Stars- 
Word Wizard 
(FREE) 
 

16. BrainPOP- 
(FREE ) 

• Used for storing worksheet, forms, 
stories, PowerPoints, IEPs or 
Evalutions. 

•  Used for quick reference and 
monitoring standards. 

 

• Used for phonemic awareness and 
vocabulary practice. 

 

•  Used for building background 
knowledge on a variety of topics. Free 
for weekly and daily videos. Additional 
paid subscriptions for access to the 
entire BrainPop video collection.  

• *ALL VIDEOS ARE CAPTION* 



17. Rule the School 
Self-Advocacy 
($9.99) 
 

18. YouTube        
(FREE) 
 

19. First Sounds   
(FREE Lite) 
 

20. Penultimate       
(FREE ) 

• Used for improving self-advocacy skill 
for deaf/hard of hearing learners 

 

• Used for videos for explaining concepts 
and new vocabulary terms. 

  

 

•  Used for practicing sound recognition  
of common sounds in the environment 

 

• Great handwriting, note-taking app. 
Can be used for drawing or explaining 
concepts 

 

 



1. Bluster          
(Free) 
 

2. Family Feud 
(Free) 
 

3. Sound Sorting 
($0.99) 
 

4. Dyslexia Quest 
($1.99) 
 
 

• Used for practice with vocabulary, 
rhyming words, prefixes, and 
suffixes. Grade levels 1-4. 

• Used for teaching background 
knowledge as well as teaching new 
vocabulary. Also works on auditory 
processing skills, reading, and 
language. 

• Used for identifying beginning 
sounds. 

• Used for practicing for auditory, 
visual, spatial, and sequential 
memory for all grade levels.  Used 
with D/HH students to practice 
auditory memory, etc. 



1. TinyScan Pro        
($1.99) 
 

2. Cimo Spelling & 
Sound Out Apps 
($2.99) 
 

3. SuperDuper App 
Collection        
($1.99 each) 
 

4. Khan Academy 
(FREE) 
 
 

5. Flashcards+         
(Free) 
 

6. Language 
Adventures Quiz 
Show (Gr. 1-3) and 
(Gr. 4-6) (1.99 
each) 
 

7. Math Quiz Show 
(Gr. 1-3) and (Gr. 
4-6) (1.99 each) 
 

8. McGraw Hill Math 
Games (FREE to 
$1.99 each) 
 
 



1. Prizmo           
($9.99) 
 

2. Pocket          
(Free) 
 

3. Co-Writer    
($19.99) 
 

4. Breathe, Think, 
Do                
(FREE) 
 
 

5. Tools 4 Schools 
($0.99) 
 

6. Clicker 
Sentences 
($28.99) 
 

7. Conversation 
Social Stories  
($3.99) 
 

8. Signed Stories 
(Free) 
 



9. TalkBoard      
(Free) 
 

10. Charades!    
(Free) 
 

11. Charades! Kids  
(Free) 
 

12. Super Stretch 
(FREE) 
 
 

13. Visual Timer 
($0.99) 
 

14. Short Vowels 
($2.99) 
 

15. Long Vowels 
($2.99) 
 

16. Brain Quest 
(Free) 
 
 



 Notability is the answer! 
 What can you do with Notability? 
 Answer: If you can make a document into a                     

PDF  file then you can do anything with it! 

 Student worksheets, quizzes, observation notes,  
schedules, reading comprehension stories, vocabulary, 
math problems, and QRI- 5 Reading inventory. 

 Progress monitoring made easy! Simply email 
the document to yourself  or save it into you 
iBook App when it is finished.  

 Demo 
 See my How to Guide 



 Doodle Buddy is your students’ 
new best friend. 

 You can use this app for just 
about anything from 
explaining a vocabulary word 
visually to playing tic-tac-toe. 

 Has a pencil, paint brush, 
glitter pen, clip art, text box, 
shapes, and a variety of pre-
loaded backgrounds. 

 You can save the page to your 
camera roll on your iPad for 
progress monitoring. 

Example: Need to practice 
directional and positional concepts? 
or following directions? 
 
This app can help you do that. 
 

Student 









 App Shopper (FREE)- Updates you on Apps 
that are on sale or free! Check FREQUENTLY! 

 Apps Gone Free (FREE)- Updates you daily 
App’s that are on sale or free! 

Check these Apps FREQUENTLY! 



 http://www.oneplaceforspecialneeds.com/ - 
Information and App lists for just about every disability 
area and skill area you are looking to work on with a 
student. 

 Pinterest.com- If you do not have a Pinterest already… 
SIGN UP TODAY! There are thousand of resources for 
teachers just waiting to be found! 

 http://blog.easystand.com/2011/01/complete-guide-to-
special-needseducational-apps/ - This is a complete 
Guide To Special Education Apps broken down by skill 
and subject areas. 

 iTunes- Education Collections- This is located in the App 
Store in iTunes. Collections contain a wide variety of 
apps for different subject areas and needs. 



 http://www.appolicious.com/ - Lists of Apps for 
teachers for iPads by category. 

 http://edtechteacher.org/index.php/teaching-
technology/mobile-technology-apps/ipad-as - What 
do you want your iPad to be? This website gives you 
apps for what you want to do with your iPad. 
 

 How to set up and optimize your brand-new iPad- 
This is a wonderful resource with step-by-step 
instructions about how to set up your new iPad! 

 A Detailed Look at the General Settings On Your 
iPad – This is a website everyone should take a look 
at. Explains every part of the ‘Settings’ app on your 
iPad! 
 



 http://www.englishforeveryone.org/ Great 
site for reading comprehension, analogies, 
vocabulary, grammar, and phonemic 
awareness worksheets (that download into 
Notability or other PDF app). 

 http://www.havefunteaching.com/ Great 
resource for downloadable worksheets. 

 jonathanwylie.com/2013/09/23/the-top-10-
things-every-ipad-teacher-should-know-
about-ios-7-ipads/   Great article to read 
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 http://www.spectronics.com.au/apps-for-special-
education  Good Resource for Special Education Apps 

 http://atclassroom.blogspot.com/2011/02/apps-in-special-
education.html#.U_dF3vldVZc  Article about Apps in 
Special Education Classrooms 

 http://www.pinterest.com/lasenders/switch-accessible-
apps-and-ipad-compatible-switch-/ Good Pinterest Board 
for Switches and Switch Accessible Apps 

 http://www.tcea.org/documents/PD/Free%20Must-
Have%20Apps%20for%20Special%20Education.pdf Free 
Must Have Special Education Apps 
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 Questions? Comments? 
 Feel free to contact me: 

TAYLOR.THOMAS@isd917.k12.mn.us 


